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Abstract—We conducted a series of passively -switched
Nd:YAG laser pumped optical parametric generation, amplifica-
tion, and oscillation experiments in monolithic periodically poled
lithium niobate (PPLN) crystals. Double-pass optical parametric
generation with an effective gain length of 10 cm in a PPLN crystal
was performed in comparison with single-pass operation in the
same crystal. By seeding a PPLN optical parametric amplifier
with a distributed feedback (DFB) diode laser, we produced
200-ps transform-limited laser pulses at 1549.6 nm and observed
parametric gain competition at different pump levels. For optical
parametric oscillations, we first demonstrated 22% power effi-
ciency from a 2.4-cm intrinsic-cavity PPLN optical parametric
oscillator pumped by a 4.2-ns, 10-kW passively -switched
Nd:YAG laser. Preliminary studies on DFB optical parametric
oscillators in PPLN are mentioned. The temporal and spectral
properties of these optical parametric generators, amplifiers, and
oscillators are characterized and discussed.
Index Terms—Nonlinear optics, optical parametric amplifica-
tion, optical parametric generation, optical parametric oscillation,
periodically poled lithium niobate (PPLN), quasi-phase-matching
(QPM).
I. INTRODUCTION
THE optical parametric process has been an attractivemeans for generating wavelength tunable laser radiation
since the establishment of its theory in the 1960s and 1970s
[1]–[3]. Due to its wide wavelength tuning range, laser sources
based on the optical parametric technique have been used in
numerous applications. Quasi-phase-matching (QPM) non-
linear frequency conversion [4] has the advantages of having no
Poynting vector walkoff, permitting the selection of the largest
nonlinear coefficient, and designing the mixing wavelengths
through lithographic patterning techniques [5], [6]. Among all
of the QPM crystals, periodically poled lithium niobate (PPLN)
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[7] is particularly attractive due to its available large crystal
size, broad transparent range, large nonlinear coefficient, and
low cost. However, several adverse effects associated with a
PPLN crystal were also discovered during the development
of PPLN-based laser sources. For example, photorefractive
damage [8], thermal lensing, and green-induced infrared
absorption [9] are the three major issues hindering congruent
PPLN crystals from being used in the visible spectrum. Despite
the effort in doping lithium niobate with Mg or Zn ions to
alleviate these effects [10], reliable, large-size, and economic
impurity-doped PPLN crystals for visible laser applications are
not yet available. In the infrared spectrum, the aforementioned
adverse effects are less obvious although not completely
vanished. Consequently, PPLN-based mid-infrared lasers have
been considered as useful and practical sources for a number
of applications [11]–[13].
Due to the high coercive field of congruent lithium niobate,
congruent PPLN crystals are mostly available with a thickness
less than 1 mm. The performance of a PPLN-based infrared
laser is therefore more restricted to laser-intensity damage and
power handling capability in such a thin laser aperture. Dif-
ferent pump lasers for PPLN-based frequency converters have
different limitations. For example, an actively -switched pump
laser is likely to cause laser-intensity damage, a mode-locked
pump laser is complex and has the problem of group velocity
walk-off, and a CW pumped optical parametric oscillator re-
quires a high-average power to achieve the oscillation threshold.
In addition, an optical parametric oscillator often requires ex-
ternal resonator mirrors, which adds complexity and cost to a
laser system.
In this paper, we employed Nd:YAG microchip lasers
passively -switched (PQS) by Cr:YAG saturable absorbers
as the pump sources for optical parametric generation (OPG),
amplification (OPA) and oscillation (OPO) in PPLN crystals.
The first section of this paper describes the theory and exper-
iment of pump-depleted OPG. The second section describes
OPO in monolithic PPLN crystals. A passively -switched
Nd:YAG microchip laser has the advantages of compactness,
low cost, single-frequency output, and moderate peak power.
Since laser damage fluence is proportional to the square root
of a laser pulse width in the thermal-damage-limited regime
[14], a PQS laser, having a typical pulse width one tenth that
of an actively -switched laser, is less likely to damage a
PPLN crystal and yet produces enough peak power for efficient
nonlinear-frequency conversions. To further enhance the con-
version efficiency, we demonstrated a double-pass PPLN OPG
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laser and characterized the temporal and spectral properties of
such a laser against a single-pass one. By using a PQS Nd:YAG
pump laser and a narrow-line seeding diode laser, we further
accomplished a pulsed PPLN OPA laser with a transform-lim-
ited output linewidth. For PPLN OPO, we accomplished and
characterized an ultracompact, planar-mirror-resonator optical
parametric oscillator in a 2.4-cm-long monolithic PPLN crystal
with dielectric-mirror coatings to the end faces of the crystal.
We conclude the OPO section by mentioning some studies on
distributed feedback (DFB) optical parametric oscillators in
monolithic PPLN crystals.
II. OPTICAL PARAMETRIC GENERATION AND AMPLIFICATION
A. Theory of Pump-Depleted Optical Parametric Generation
OPG produces laser-like radiation with an energy level com-
parable to the pump in one pump transit. The optical output re-
sults from the amplification of an input noise photon in either the
signal or idler channel. In this section, we first present a theory
for pump-depleted OPG. We then compare the experimental
performance of single-pass and double-pass optical parametric
generators against the theory.
Throughout this paper, we define the coordinates consistent
with the PPLN crystallographic coordinate system for nonlinear
frequency mixing. Specifically, the mixing waves propagate in
the direction and are all polarized in the direction. For a
noise photon in the signal channel, the single-pass intensity gain
for OPG without pump depletion in a lossless nonlinear optical
material is given by [15]
(1)
where is the initial optical intensity of a signal
photon, is the signal intensity after a gain distance
, is the phase-matched
gain coefficient, is the overall gain
coefficient including phase mismatch ,
is the angular frequency of the wave, is the refractive index,
is the vacuum wave velocity, is the vacuum permittivity,
is the effective nonlinear coefficient of the material, and
is the undepleted pump intensity. In obtaining (1), collinear
plane waves with slowly varying envelopes are assumed in
the nonlinear optical material. It is clearly seen from (1) that
the signal power grows exponentially in the high-gain regime
given by for .
From (1), we calculate the full-width at half-maximum
(FWHM) value of the low-gain and high-gain
bandwidths to be and
, respectively. The high-gain
bandwidth increases with the parametric gain as more noise
photons of different wavelengths are able to acquire enough
parametric gain and grow to a significant energy level. The ratio
of the high-gain to low-gain FWHM bandwidths is therefore
given by
(2)
Pump depletion usually occurs in an OPG process when the
generated signal energy is comparable to the pump one. To cal-
culate pump depletion, one usually has to go through fairly com-
plex procedures and solve the three coupled-wave differential
equations simultaneously [1]. A simplified model for pump-de-
pleted OPG can be obtained by assuming a pump-intensity-de-
pendent exponential gain throughout the crystal length. The as-
sumption is valid in the strong exponential-gain regime, because
this model is equivalent to dividing the nonlinear crystal into
several cascaded OPG sections with each section having ex-
ponential gain and an initial pump intensity equal to the de-
pleted pump intensity from the previous section. According to





pump-intensity-dependent gain coefficient. For OPG starting
from a vacuum noise, and , and
the expression
(4)
is valid under the energy conservation and the Manley–Rowe re-
lation. Substituting (4) into (3b) and solving for , the signal
output intensity in the pump-depleted OPG process becomes
(5)
where
Equation (5) is reduced to the undepleted-pump gain expression
for .
B. Optical Parametric Generation
Zayhowski first showed the great potential of a PQS-laser
pumped PPLN optical parametric generator [16] and measured
the temporal behavior of such a source. In this paper, we further
extend this potential to several uniquely designed PQS-laser-
pumped optical parametric devices in monolithic PPLN crystals
and characterize their spectral performance.
First, we fabricated a 0.5-mm-thick, 5-cm-long PPLN crystal
comprising seven PPLN gratings with the grating vectors
aligned parallel to the pump laser beam. The periods of the
PPLN gratings varied from 28 to 31 m in 0.5- m increments.
The pump laser used in this experiment was an Nd:YAG
microchip laser passively -switched by a Cr:YAG saturable
absorber, producing 9- J pulse energy with 530-ps FWHM
pulse width repeating at a 3.83-kHz rate. The PPLN end
surfaces were optically polished without any optical coating.
The round-trip time of an optical wave in the 5-cm-long PPLN
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Fig. 1. Power spectrum of the 1064-nm pumped PPLN optical parametric
generator for a constant pump intensity of 0.15 GW/cm . The multigrating
PPLN crystal has periods varying from 28 to 31 m in 0.5-m increments.
The solid dots are the peak signal intensities measured by an InGaAs detector
with corrections from the detector’s spectral response. The open dots are the
corresponding idler intensities calculated from the Manley–Rowe relation.
crystal is approximately 700 ps, which is longer than the
pump pulse width. Therefore, in our experiment, the Fresnel
reflections of the signal wave from the PPLN end faces did
not contribute to the signal buildup in the PPLN crystal. We
focused the laser beam to a 75- m-radius ( -intensity)
spot in the PPLN crystal. By varying the temperature from 35
C to 165 C in the multigrating PPLN crystal, we tuned the
signal (idler) wavelength from 1430 (4157) to 1875 (2459)
nm. The measured wavelength tuning range is consistent with
the published Sellmeier equation [17]. Fig. 1 shows the power
spectrum of the 1064-nm PQS-laser pumped PPLN optical
parametric generator for a constant pump intensity of 0.15
GW/cm . The data in Fig. 1 were obtained by sampling the
signal pulses in time and are equivalent to the single-shot
measurement. Because the OPG process relies on parametric
gain exceeding , the intensity fluctuations in the OPG
outputs can be clearly seen from the single-shot power spec-
trum. Nonetheless, it is evident from this qualitative plot that
the signal and idler power reduction on the two wings of the
figure are due to the frequency dependence of off
the degeneracy and slight idler absorption in lithium niobate
and that at the center of the plot is due to phase mismatch in
the 28–31- m PPLN. Owing to the OH absorption near the
2.9- m wavelength in lithium niobate, the power reduction
at the 2.9- m as well as at the 1.67- m signal wavelength
can also be seen in Fig. 1. Because a parametric process is a
cooperative process, the absorption at the idler wavelength also
suppresses the growth of the signal [18], [19].
Fig. 2 shows the averaged signal spectral width versus
signal wavelength of the 1064-nm PQS-laser pumped optical
parametric generator in the multigrating PPLN crystal with a
pump intensity of 0.15 GW/cm . The continuous
line is the theoretical fitting curve from (1) in conjunction
with the Sellmeier equation of congruent lithium niobate. The
OPG bandwidth becomes broader when the signal and idler
wavelengths approach the degeneracy wavelength of 2128
nm. The experimental result agrees reasonably well with the
Fig. 2. Signal spectral width versus signal wavelength of the 1064-nm
pumped optical parametric generator in the mutigrating PPLN crystal for a
pump intensity of 0.15 GW/cm ( L  19:3). The continuous curve is the
theoretical fitting curve calculated from (1) in conjunction with the Sellmeier
equation of congruent lithium niobate. Inset: a typical signal spectrum centered
at 1564.7 nm from the 30-m period PPLN phase-matched at 75 C.
Fig. 3. Measured signal output energy versus pump energy from the
30-m-period PPLN crystal phase-matched at 75 C. The continuous curve is
the theoretical prediction calculated from (5).
theoretical fitting curve. The inset of Fig. 2 is a typical signal
spectrum centered at 1564.7 nm from the 30- m period PPLN
phase-matched at 75 C. According to (2), the theoretical
ratio of the high-gain-to-low-gain bandwidths is 2.4. Given
the calculated 1.6-nm low-gain bandwidth, we obtained a
bandwidth ratio of 2.8 from the inset for . The slight
deviation between the theoretical prediction and experimental
result is attributable to the intrinsic OPG signal fluctuations in
the high-gain regime. Fig. 3 shows the measured signal output
energy versus pump energy from the 30- m-period PPLN
phase-matched at 75 C. We achieved 14.9% signal conversion
efficiency and 38.4% slope efficiency at the maximum pump
energy of 7.4 J from our laser. For comparison, the theoretical
fitting curve is shown in the same figure by plotting (5) with
the assumptions of perfect phase matching and one
signal noise photon at the input.
Due to the exponential gain, the output pulse width from
OPG can be much shorter than the pump pulse width [20].
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Fig. 4. Measured OPG signal pulse width versus pump-to-signal conversion
efficiency from the 30-m-period PPLN at 75 C. The minimum pulse width
(166.8 ps) occurred at 4% efficiency.
With pump depletion, the signal pulse width can be estimated
by introducing time-dependent pump intensity in the simplified
model as given by (5). Fig. 4 shows the measured OPG signal
pulse width versus pump-to-signal conversion efficiency from
the 30- m-period PPLN OPG phase matched at 75 C. The
dashed line is the theoretical fitting curve calculated from (5).
It is seen from the plot that the signal pulse width is quickly
reduced from the pump one due to the strong nonlinear gain
before strong pump depletion, but increases gradually due to
pump depletion at high conversion. At 4% pump-to-signal
conversion, we measured a minimum pulse width of 166.8 ps,
as indicated in the plot. Since (5) is only valid in the exponen-
tial-gain or strong-pump regime throughout the entire crystal,
the dashed line in Fig. 4 starts to deviate from the experimental
data in the deeply pump-depleted limit. The simultaneous pulse
compression and wavelength conversion in a controlled OPG
process could be useful in certain applications.
C. Double-Pass Optical Parametric Generation
To increase the conversion efficiency of nonlinear wave
mixing, a straightforward method is to increase the length of a
nonlinear optical material. For a finite crystal size, the multipass
scheme is an economic possibility for efficiency enhancement.
Unlike other nonlinear frequency conversions requiring delicate
phase corrections between crystal discontinuities [21], [22],
multipass OPG automatically builds up from the phase-matched
components in the broad gain bandwidth. Previously, Jeys et
al. demonstrated an eight-pass optical parametric amplifier
by using external elements including a prism, an achromatic
lens, and a mirror [23]. We describe in the following a simple
low-loss multipass optical parametric generator in a monolithic
PPLN crystal. Fig. 5 shows the cutting configuration of the
multipass PPLN crystal, wherein all the crystal surfaces (except
surface 6) were optically polished. The 50 mm (length in )
7 mm (width in ) (thickness in ) PPLN crystal has a QPM
grating period of 30 m along the crystallographic direction.
For single-pass OPG, the mixing waves travel from surfaces
1 to 4, and, for double-pass OPG, the mixing waves travel a
round trip in the crystal between surfaces 1 and 2 through total
Fig. 5. Cutting configuration of the double-pass PPLN crystal, wherein all of
the crystal surfaces, except surface 6, are optically polished. For single-pass
OPG, the mixing waves travel from surfaces 1 to 4 and for double-pass OPG
the mixing waves travel a round trip in the crystal between surfaces 1 and 2
through TIRs from surfaces 3, 5, and 7.
Fig. 6. Signal output energy versus the pump energy of the single-pass and
double-pass OPGs phase-matched at 135 C. The signal output energy from the
double-pass OPG is enhanced from the single-pass OPG by more than a factor
of 2.
internal reflections at surfaces 3, 5, and 7. For additional passes,
one can cut an additional 45 reflection edge between surfaces
1 and 2. The polished total-internal-reflection (TIR) edges
contribute almost no loss to the nonlinear frequency conversion
process. The increased PPLN thickness, from 0.5 to 1 mm, is
to avoid beam clipping at the crystal surfaces in the long gain
path ( 100 mm). The pump laser in this experiment was again
a 1064-nm Nd:YAG microchip laser passively -switched by
a Cr:YAG saturable absorber, producing 9- J pulse energy and
730-ps pulse width at a 6.5-kHz repetition rate. We focused
the laser beam to a 60- m-radius ( -intensity) waist (inside
the PPLN crystal) near surface 4. Fig. 6 shows the measured
signal output energy versus the pump energy of the single- and
double-pass OPGs phase-matched at 135 C. Because of the
typical poorer poling quality of 1-mm-thick congruent PPLN
crystals, the signal conversion efficiency is smaller than that
produced from previous experiments using a 0.5-mm-thick
PPLN crystal. Nonetheless, the signal output energy from the
double-pass OPG is enhanced over the single-pass one by more
than a factor of 2.
It is interesting to compare the temporal and spectral char-
acteristics of the single-pass and double-pass OPGs. Fig. 7
shows the signal pulse widths of the single-pass (dashed line)
and double-pass (continuous line) OPGs. The pulse width of
the double-pass OPG (700 ps) is close to the pump pulse width
and that of the single-pass OPG (227 ps) is much shorter than
the pump one. The inset in the figure shows the depleted pump
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Fig. 7. Signal pulse widths of the single-pass and double-pass OPGs, wherein
the double-pass one (continuous line) has a 700-ps FWHM pulsewidth and the
single-pass one (dashed line) has a 227-ps FWHM pulsewidth. The inset in the
figure shows the depleted pump pulse at the output of the double-pass OPG.
Fig. 8. Output signal spectra of the single-pass and double-pass OPGs. The
single-pass OPG spectral width (dashed line) is 6 nm, whereas the double-pass
one (continuous line) is reduced to 3.8 nm due to additional phase conditions at
the TIR surfaces.
pulse of the double-pass OPG. Two obvious dips were observed
in the depleted pulse. Due to the high pump intensity, the dip
near the center of the pump pulse resulted from pump depletion
when providing gain to the phase-matched components in
the forward and backward passes. Since the pulse center was
primarily depleted in the forward path, the pump intensity at
the trailing edge in the asymmetrically pump-depleted pulse
was relatively high in the backward path and was further pump
depleted to generate additional OPG signal pulse. Therefore,
the broadened signal pulse width for the double-pass OPG was
caused by depleting two portions of the pump pulse during the
two crystal transits.
Fig. 8 illustrates the output signal spectra of the single-pass
and double-pass OPGs, wherein the double-pass OPG spectrum
(continuous line) has a 3.8-nm spectral width and the single-pass
one (dashed line) has a 6-nm spectral width. Physically, the
spectral narrowing in the double-pass OPG is due to the
additional phase conditions at the TIR boundaries. As shown
by Brosnan and Byer [24], the spectral narrowing factor of a
Fig. 9. OPA and OPG signal energy versus pump energy. The solid dots show
OPA results and the open dots show OPG results. The power of the seeding
diode laser was 0.6 mW. The slope efficiencies for the OPG and the OPA are
35.7% and 40.3%, respectively.
pulsed OPO is proportional to the square root of the number
of the signal round trips in the OPO cavity. In our double-pass
OPG experiment, all of the mixing waves propagated together
and the OPG also had gain in the backward direction. Therefore,
the theoretical spectral narrowing factor is approximately
for our double-pass OPG. From Fig. 8, the measured spectral
narrowing factor of 1.58 is reasonably close to the theoretical
value. This multipass OPG scheme is particularly useful for
a modest pump power in a nonlinear optical material of a
limited size.
D. Optical Parametric Amplification With Transform-Limited
Output Linewidth
In order to show the potential of narrow-linewidth and diffrac-
tion-limited OPG outputs, Powers et al. presented some prelim-
inary results of optical parametric amplification (OPA) in PPLN
seeded by a diode laser [25]. Since DFB diode lasers emitting
near the 1.55- m telecommunication wavelengths are widely
available, we show in the following a transform-limited, ho-
mogeneous-gain-broadened PPLN optical parametric amplifier
seeded by a DFB diode laser and pumped by a transformed-lim-
ited microchip laser. In this experiment, the pump laser was
a single-longitudinal-mode PQS Nd:YAG microchip laser op-
erating at a 3.83-kHz rate with 530-ps FWHM pulse width.
The DFB seeding diode laser produced 1.9-mW CW power at
1549.6-nm wavelength with a 35-MHz linewidth. The pump
laser beam was focused to a 70- m waist radius at the center
of the PPLN crystal. The seeding power measured at the input
end of the PPLN crystal was 0.6 mW. The PPLN crystal used
in this experiment was 4 cm in length, 0.5 mm in thickness, and
30 m in domain period. Both end faces of the PPLN crystal
were optically polished and uncoated. The phase-matching tem-
perature for the 1064-nm pumped OPA at the 1549.6-nm signal
wavelength was 39.6 C. Fig. 9 shows the internal signal en-
ergy versus internal pump energy of the unseeded OPG and the
seeded OPA. For this measurement, the waist radius of the DFB
diode laser at the center of the PPLN crystal was also about
70 m. In the OPG experiment, the maximum signal conver-
sion efficiency was 10.5% with 35.7% slope efficiency. In the
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Fig. 10. Signal spectra of the seeded OPA and unseeded OPG. For a
seed-laser beam size completely covering the pump beam size, homogeneous
gain broadening in the optical parametric process can be seen from the plot as
the two wings of the OPA spectra are lowered from the OPG spectrum.
seeded OPA experiment, the maximum conversion efficiency
was 14.7% with 40.3% slope efficiency. Intuitively, one might
expect that the energy output of the many-photon-seeded OPA
would be much larger than that of the one-noise-photon-seeded
OPG. In the experiment, the slight difference in the OPG and
OPA outputs is attributable to the gain saturation from pump
depletion. Despite the 530-ps pump pulse width, the generated
OPA signal pulse width was only about 200 ps.
To understand the gain competition between OPA and OPG,
initially we used a 1/2-m, 0.3-nm-resolution grating monochro-
mator to characterize the signal spectrum. Fig. 10 shows the
signal spectra of the seeded OPA and unseeded OPG. Homo-
geneous gain broadening in the optical parametric process can
be seen from the plot as the two wings of the OPA spectra are
lowered from the OPG spectrum. For this measurement, we in-
tentionally varied the seed-laser waist radius with respect to the
70- m pump waist radius. When the seed-laser radius was set to
65 m, the OPA output spectrum contained some OPG energy
due to the larger pump beam size. As soon as we expanded the
seed-laser radius to 137- m, the two OPG wings surrounding
the OPA line center were noticeably reduced.
Fig. 11 shows the OPA spectra for different pump energies
with the 137- m seed-laser radius. Although the seed-laser
beam completely covered the pump laser beam, the OPG
background grew slightly as the pump power was increased.
We suspected that, despite the spatial overlap between the
seeding laser and the pump laser, the difference in the angular
spectra between the two lasers could be the cause of the OPG
background. The angular components of the pump laser that
were not aligned with those of the seeding laser could grow
independently when the pump intensity is strong enough for
OPG. Nonetheless, with modest pump power and reasonable
alignment, optical parametric amplification exhibited homoge-
nous gain broadening in the PPLN optical parametric amplifier.
Fig. 12 shows the OPA signal spectrum measured from a
scanning Fabry–Perot spectrometer under a 6.5- J pump en-
ergy. The scanning Fabry–Perot spectrometer has a free spectral
range of 150 GHz and finesse of 1000. The inset of the figure
Fig. 11. OPA spectra for different pump energies for 137-m seed-laser
radius. Although the seed-laser beam completely covered the pump laser beam,
the OPG background grew slightly as the pump power was increased.
Fig. 12. OPA signal spectrum measured by a scanning Fabry–Perot
spectrometer for 6.45 J pump energy. The separation between the two signal
peaks is the 150-GHz free spectral range of the Fabry–Perot spectrometer. The
noisy spectral floor resulted from the OPG background. The inset of the figure
shows a fine scanned OPA signal spectrum, indicating a1-GHz linewidth for
the 200-ps signal pulse.
shows a fine scanned OPA signal spectrum, indicating a trans-
form-limited 1-GHz linewidth for the 200-ps signal pulse. The
noisy spectral floor resulted from the OPG background. Due
to assorted telecommunication laser diodes near 1.5- m wave-
lengths, this demonstration of narrow-line OPA can be extended
to produce useful mid-infrared narrow-line radiations near 3- m
wavelengths.
III. OPTICAL PARAMETRIC OSCILLATION
Optical parametric oscillators using PPLN as the nonlinear
gain medium have been reported in a number of papers in the
past few years [7], [17], [26]. In particular, infrared PPLN
optical parametric oscillators have proven to be useful laser
sources for various applications. Typical optical parametric
oscillators involving external-cavity mirrors often require deli-
cate alignment skills and cavity loss control. In this section, we
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Fig. 13. Total idler power versus pump power for each monolithic PPLN
optical parametric oscillator. When the average pump power was 115.4
mW, about 2.2 times above threshold, the 24-mm PPLN OPO produced
8.0-mW average power at the 3393-nm idler wavelength and, according to the
Manley-Rowe relation, 17.4-mW power at the 1550-nm signal wavelength.
present two types of optical parametric oscillators in monolithic
PPLN crystals.
Our first design of a monolithic PPLN optical parametric os-
cillator employs high-reflecting mirrors directly coated to the
end faces of a polished PPLN crystal. To demonstrate this in-
trinsic-cavity optical parametric oscillator, we fabricated three
pieces of PPLN crystals with 0.5-mm thickness and 29.6- m
domain period. The lengths of the three PPLN crystals were
12, 19, and 24 mm. Our interferometric fabrication technique
guaranteed the parallelism of the two crystal end faces within
0.1 . The optically polished end faces were then directly coated
with dielectric mirrors with reflectance higher than 99.5% be-
tween the 1520–1580-nm spectral range. The pumping source
for the intrinsic-cavity PPLN optical parametric oscillator was
again a PQS Nd:YAG microchip laser, producing 4.2-ns, 25- J
laser pulses at a 7-kHz repetition rate. The peak power of the
pump laser was about 6 kW that is not high enough for per-
forming OPG in the three PPLN crystals. To establish oscilla-
tion, the 4.2-ns pulse width of this pump laser was longer than
that used for our pervious OPG/OPA experiments.
While observing the OPO output power, we focused the pump
laser beam to the center of each PPLN crystal and found that the
optimal waist radii for the 12-, 19-, and 24-mm PPLN crystals
were 53, 100, and 120 m, respectively. The longer the crystal
length, the larger the optimal pump waist radius and the less the
diffraction loss. At about 22% power conversion efficiency in
the 24-mm PPLN crystal, the signal spectral width centered at
1550 nm was measured to be 1 nm by using a 0.3-nm-resolution
grating monochromator. The large spectral width was due to a
limited number of roundtrip amplifications to the signal wave in
such a planar-mirror resonator. Although the 4.2-ns pump pulse
width was equal to 12 round trips in the 24-mm PPLN crystal,
the effective number of round trips was greatly reduced due
to diffraction in the planar-mirror resonator. For such a singly
resonant optical parametric oscillator (SRO), the signal power
can emit from both PPLN end faces, whereas the idler power
primarily emits in the forward direction and a small but pre-
dictable amount in the backward direction due to reflection at
the front face. To estimate the overall optical efficiency, we mea-
sured the idler power after a 2-mm-thick germanium filter in the
forward direction and deduced the total signal power from the
Manley–Rowe relation. We show in Fig. 13 the total idler output
power versus pump power for each monolithic PPLN optical
parametric oscillator. When the average pump power was 115.4
mW, about 2.2 times above threshold, the 24-mm PPLN OPO
produced 8.0-mW average power at the 3393-nm idler wave-
length and, according to the Manley–Rowe relation, 17.4-mW
power at the 1550-nm signal wavelength. The overall optical
power conversion efficiency exceeded 22%. The measured pulse
width of the 1550-nm signal was approximately the same as the
4-ns pump pulse width, indicating that oscillation indeed was es-
tablished in the planar-mirror resonator. From Fig. 13, for pump
power less than 1.5 times above the threshold, the slope effi-
ciency was close to the ratio of the idler photon energy to the
pump photon energy or 32%. Due to pump depletion, the slope
efficiency gradually decreased when the pump power was raised
higher. These intrinsic-cavity optical parametric oscillators in
monolithic PPLN crystals are relatively simple, compact, and
efficient.
The second design of a monolithic PPLN optical parametric
oscillator is what we called the DFB optical parametric oscil-
lator. In such a device, a Bragg grating is built into a nonlinear
optical material to establish single-longitudinal-mode para-
metric oscillation. In theory, a DFB optical parametric oscillator
has the advantage of both mode selectivity and wavelength se-
lectivity [27]. A DFB optical parametric oscillator also has the
merit of laser oscillation in a nonlinear optical material longer
than a pump pulse width. Previously, we have demonstrated
optical parametric oscillation in PPLN crystals with built-in
photorefractive DFB gratings [28]. The demonstration clearly
showed parametric oscillation from monolithic PPLN crystals
in both the visible and infrared spectra.
IV. DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION
Optical parametric generators, amplifiers, and oscillators
built upon monolithic PPLN crystals have the advantages of
simplicity, compactness, high efficiency, and wide wavelength
tunability. Passively -switched Nd:YAG lasers, producing
modest peak power and subnanosecond pulse width with single
longitudinal mode, are particularly suited for pumping those
optical parametric devices.
For OPG, we derived and verified the spectral-width ratio be-
tween the high-gain and low-gain regimes. We also developed
a theoretical model for the OPG signal in the pump-depleted
high-gain regime. Both theories successfully explained the tem-
poral and spectral characteristics of a series of single-pass and
double-pass OPG experiments in monolithic PPLN crystals. In
particular, a monolithic multipass PPLN crystal is a simple and
efficient design for OPG with a modest pump power and a lim-
ited crystal size.
For optical parametric amplification, we demonstrated a
transform-limited signal pulse from a diode-laser seeded and
PQS-laser pumped PPLN optical parametric amplifier. For
the first time, the homogeneous-gain-broadening phenomenon
in OPA was observed. With a pump intensity sufficiently
strong for optical parametric generation, spatial and angular
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alignments for an optical parametric amplifier become critical
for maintaining the homogeneous parametric linewidth.
For optical parametric oscillation, efficient intrinsic-cavity
optical parametric oscillators were built and characterized in
monolithic PPLN crystals. Pumped by a kW-level PQS Nd:YAG
microchip laser, the overall optical conversion efficiency ex-
ceeded 22% in a 2.4-cm PPLN crystal. A DFB optical para-
metric oscillator holds great promises in both wavelength se-
lectivity and mode selectivity for a coherent light source. DFB
optical parametric oscillation in monolithic PPLN crystals was
demonstrated in the visible and infrared spectra by using a pump
pulse width shorter than the round-trip material length [28].
Recent advances in nonlinear optical materials have benefited
QPM laser devices. Those improved materials, including impu-
rity-doped congruent and stoichiometric lithium niobate [29] or
lithium tantalite [30], give better efficiency, sustain higher laser
intensity, provide a larger pump aperture, or reduce photorefrac-
tive damage and green-induced infrared absorption [31]. How-
ever, the temporal/spectral characteristics and the novel schemes
of the monolithic optical parametric devices presented in this
paper remain useful and valuable for developing efficient, high-
quality, and compact laser devices.
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